A simple, sensitive, and selective online pre-column derivatization highperformance liquid chromatographic method was developed and validated for the first time to determine trace levels of folic acid (FA). An oxidant cerium (IV) trihydroxyhydroperoxide packed reactor was used for pre-column oxidation and was combined by column switching with a C18 analytical column for sample enrichment and separation. The method was based on oxidative cleavage of FA into highly fluorescence products, 2-amino-4-hydroxypteridine-6-carboxaldehyde and the corresponding 2-amino-4-hydroxypteridine-6-carboxylic acid, during the flow of 0.04 M phosphate buffer (pH 3.5) containing the analyte through packed reactor at a flow rate of 0.2 mL/min and 40°C. The fluorescent products were enriched on the head of the analytical column for the final separation. The separation was performed at room temperature using a mobile phase consisting of phosphate buffer (0.04 M, pH 3.5) and acetonitrile (90:10, v/v). The eluents were monitored at emission and excitation wavelengths of 463 and 367 nm, respectively. The method showed excellent recovery, precision and accuracy with detection limits of 0.067 ng/mL from 500 µL of sample FA. The developed method was successfully applied to the determination of FA in pharmaceutical formulations and showed a recovery of 99.31% and a relative standard deviation of 1.72%.
